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TH E 


HISIORY 
HARVIDES 


AND 


Doxna LUPELLA. 


D SHEN Philip the Fifth reſign'd the 

Cron to his eldeſt Son Don Lewis, 
that Prince having eſpouſed a Prin- 
V ceſs of Francez Amongſt the nu- 
@ merous Train which attended her 
into Spain were Harvides and Donna 


Harvides was the eldeſt Son of a French Noble- 
man who had eleven Children; Providence had 
bleſs'd him with an Eſtate ſufficient to have pro- 
vided for them all ſuitable to their Birth + But 
both himſelf and his —_ were {o much addicted 
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to Play, that they neglected every thing elſe ; the 
Children were left to bring up themſelves, or what 
was worſe, to the Care of Servants, wio gene- 
rally follow the Example ſet them by their Maſter 
and Lady. If they are religious and prudent the 
whole Houſe will endeavour to imitate chem; but 
in this Family it was quite different: their Lord 
ſeldom came home before Two o' Clock in the 
Morning, and my Lady often ſtaid til Break of 
Day, Sundays excepted. Tis eaſy to judge how 
the young ones ſpent their Time; nothing was 
more common than to {ce them at Cards with the 
Footmen and Maids of the Houſe : yet her Ladi- 
ſhip was a Woman of untainted Virtue, but ſo 
bigotted to this mean pernicious Vice that ſhe 
allow'd herſelf no Time to think; they were a 
Family of Beauties : My Lady, tho' Mother of 
ſo mauy Children, was accounted the handſomeſt 
Woman in France, and all her Sons and Daughters 
beautiful to Perfection; but alas! Beauty alone, 
like a gaudy Tulip, sadmir'd as we paſs, but left 
to fade ungather'd, Decauſe it has no Odour ; the 
Sons were grown up to Man's Eſtate without 
having ſo much Learning as a School-Boy of ten 
Years of Age; and the young Ladies, tho' mar- 
riageable, were entirely ignorant of every thing 
but romping and reading Romances. 


The Eſtate, tho' large, was incumber'd ſo much; 
that ſcarce Four Thouſand Crowns per Annum 
was left clear; a Trifle, which would go but a 
little way towards ſupporting the Dignity, and 
providing for their numerous Family, and my 
Lord had ftretch'd his Credit to the very laſt 
String; his fair Lady had pledg'd her Jewels, and 
borrow'd Money of all the Women of Faſhion 
with whom ſhe was acquainted, rather than be 
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obliged to quit the Belle Afſemblees, and forſake 
Gaming; tno' a conſtant Scries of ill Luck had 
attended her for many Years, ſhe ſtill flatter'd 
herſelf that it would turn. The Caſe was exactly 
the ſame with his Lordſhip. My Readers will 
ſcarce believe me when I teil them that neither of 
theſe People wanted Senſe, their Actions ſavour 
ſo ſtrongly of Madneſs or Folly; it was their 
conſtant Practice every Day, as ſoon as they 
were awake, which was generally about Noou, to 
fit up in their Bed, and before their Children and 
Servants give an exact Account of their Loſſes laſt 
Night, who was of the Party, and how the Cards 
ran; this fine Scene always concluded with ex- 
tolling each other's extraordinary Judgment in 
Play, and laying all the Blame on Fortune, who, 
in their Opinion, beſtow'd her Favours on Fools. 
They were both excreamly covetous, grudging 
the neceſſary Expences of the Houſe, and ſcarcely 
allow'd their charming Daughters Cloaths fit to 
appear in; yet a Thouſand Crowns was nothing 
to loſe in a Night. My Lord was Maſter of 
Temper enough to bear it with a good Grace, 
but her Lad) ſhip had ſo little Patience, that her 
unaccountable Behaviour on ſuch Occaſions be- 
came the common Talk in all Companies; ſhe 
would burſt into Tears, turn black in the Face, 
and ſwell till ſhe burſt the Lace of her Stays : 
Nay, I have heard it poſitively affirm'd by a 
Gentleman of Rank, that her Ladyſhip's Paſſion 
once roſe ſo high, that it forced a Vent ſo extra- 
ordinary I am at a Lofts how to deſcribe it, and 
can only acquaint my Readers, that the Ladies 
who had the Misfortune to fit near her had all 
their Shoes and Petticoats ſpoil'd. 
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But, to return to my Subject, the Regent had 
beſtow d upon their eldeſt Son Harvides a Poſt of 
Honour, and ſome Profit, which with good Ma- 
nagement would have ſupported him ſuitable to 
his Birth, but he was a Stranger to Ftugality. 
*Tis almoſt incredible what Sums he ſpent yearly 


in Waſhes for his fine Face, Paſtes for his Lilly 
white Hands, and Perfumes, beſides the vaſt Va- 


riety of rich, I had almoſt {aid gaudy Cloaths ; 


for he was the moſt finiſh'd Beau in all Fance. 


Thus ſet out, the Ladies were his Aim, he 
imagin'd it a Thing impoſlible to reſiſt his Charms; 
and to ſpeak the Truth, the fair ones quickly 


gave him a ſufficient Proof of their Frailty. The 


firſt whoſe Heart became his Victim was a mar- 
ry'd Lady of Quality, her Reputation till then 
had never received a Stain; we will call her Har- 
riot, Virtue and Honour, whoſe conſtant Votary 
ſhe had been, were now too weak to guard her 
againſt. this fatal P:hon ; ſhe forgot every thing 
but Harvides : Her Spies watch'd him ſo narrowly 
that ſhe had Intelligence wherever he went, and 
was {ure to make one of the Company; the young 
Gentleman was not long before he obſerv'd that 
Harriot's Heart was his Prize, and reſolv'd to 
make the beſt Advantage of this Diſcovery : the 
Lady was extremely handſome, and the Lover 
made it his whole Buſineſs to make himſelf en- 
gaging. Tis eaſy to imagine, as Affairs ſtood | 


betwixt them, their Converſation did not remain 


long innocent; however, as they grew more fa- 
miliar, they behaved with more Caution, taking 
very little Notice of each other in publick: But 
Harvides had the good Fortune to be beloved by 
more than Harriet, ſeveral young Lad ies of mow 
an 


|. 
and Fortune being deſirous of making him a Hug: 
band, but he was too fond of his Liberty to think 
of Intereſt ; and when the Guardian of the faix 
Emilia told him one Day, he believ'd it very poſ- 
ſible to perſwade that Lady to admit his Addreſ- 
ſes, remonſtrating to him the vaſt Service ſuch 2 
Match would be to him, he yaun'd, and coldly 
anſwer'd, He was wot yet mad enough to marry, 
This unaccountable Anſwer being told to the 
Lady, ſhe reply'd in a Rage, That there muſt 
certainly be ſome extraordinary Reaſon for his cold Iu- 
difference, ſbe being ſenſible hey Perſen was nn diſa- 
greeable, beſides, her Fortune was greater than his Va- 
nity could ever hope for; adding, That tho" fhe now 
abhorr'd and bei d him, yet ſpe was reſold 10 
find out the Secret, in order to take a proper Revenge 
for being flighted. 


Nothing can be more quick-ſighted than a jea- 
tous Woman, their Caution was vain, ſhe ſoon 
perceivd a criminal Converſation betwixt Har- 
vides and Harrict ; but to be fully convinc'd, ſhe 
found Means by a Diſguiſe to ger into the Houſe- 
where they met, and by Dint of Money was con- 
duced into the very next Room to them by one 
of the Servangs, where thro' a Peep-hole made for 
that Purpoſe he ſaw and hear'd what paſs'd. This 
was condeſcending very low indeed, and hazards 
ing her own Reputation to ſatisfy a fooliſh Curi- 


ofity ; but what will not a diſappointed Woman 


do in Revenge & The ſoft Scene ſhe had been Wit- 
neſs to provok'd her almoſt to Madneſs, ſhe re- 
ſolved to ruin them both, intending to fetch the 
injur'd Husband ; but luckily for them, upon In- 
quiry, he was gone to the Horſe-Races: Hows- 
ever, ſhe went to Court, and whiſper'd the Story 
round the Drawing-Room. Some Friends to a; 

vides 
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1 
vides told him what ſhe had ſaid the ſame Night; 
and he fail'd not to give Harriot a particular Ac- 
count of their Misfortune. She fainted at the 
News, and when with much Difficulty he had re- 
cover'd her fhe burſt into Tears; but he told her 
There was no Time for Sorrow, ſomething muſt be 
thought on immediately to prevent her being publikly 
expoſed. So ſoon as ſhe was able to recolle& her- 
felt ſhe joyn'd in his Opinion, but added, 1 
would be a difficult thing to prevent Emilia's ſpread- 
ing the Story, Having made twenty Propolitions, 
Harriot thought of the only Expedient. Women 
are generally beſt at a Pinch. Her Scheme was 
indeed a very odd one for a Lady in Love; how- 
ever, after a ſhort Pauſe and a few Bluſhes, ſhe 


deliver d her Sentiments in the following Manner 
to Harvides: 


Hou tenderly I love you, ſaid ſhe with a Sigh, 
the Sacrifice I have made of my Honour, the only 
Thing that ought to be dear to a Woman, may con- 
vince you, nor is it poſſible for me ever to love you 
leſs ; yet I fear the Propoſal J am going to make may 
give you ſome Doubts : But confider, dear Harvides, 
the Ruin that at preſent not only threatens me, but will 
alſo involve my Children, and diſgrace the noble Fa- 
mily from whom I am deſcended, and you will ceaſe 
to wonder, In Hort, you muſt make Love to my 
Enemy; nay, and muſt ſucceed, that I may have an 
Opportunity), in my Turn, to triumph over her, 1 
know you'll ſay that this will require Time, and ſhe 
will compleat my Ruin in the Interim; but I am ſen- 
fible, if you perſue her hard, your Conqueſt will be 
eaſy : It is BP the violent Paſſion which ſbe has for 
you which cauſes her Hatred to me; as ſon as ſhe 
imagines ſhe has gain'd you, her Malice will ceaſe of 
courſe, I will have you begin this very Night, ſhe 

wi 


(9) 
will be at Mrs. S—*s Afſemblee * Our Meetings fot 
the future muſt be ſeldomer, and very private; IU 
think of a Place, and ſend you Word to-morrow Mor- 
ning; for I ſhall be impatient to know how ſhe receives 
your firſt Addreſſes, Here ſhe ſtopp'd, expecting 


z 


Harvides to anſwer; but her fine Speech had con- 
founded him ſo much that he remain'd ſilent, till 
ſhe with ſome Warmth ask'd him, F he defizn'd to 
pauſe till ſhe was ruin d beyond Redemption? I confeſs, 
Madam, (aid he, your Commands ſurprix d me; I 
was unwilling to believe yeu was in Earneſt, but fince 
1 find you are refalved to be obey'd, I will no longer 
diſpute, how diſagreeable ſoever the Tack may be to 
me; you are ſenfible I hate Emilia, Don't tell me 
of Hatred, ſaid ſhe, but give me a convincing Proof 
of your Regard for me, b y going immediately, 


Harvides took his Leave, but this Night's Work 
gave him a very mean Opinion of Harriot ; yet to 
{ave her Reputation, and indeed his own Lite, 
which he knew was in Danger, ſhould the Story 


reach her Husband, he reſolved to follow her Di- 
rections. 


The young Lady was too eaſily caught; Love 
and Vanity prevented her ſuſpecting Har vides She 
attributed his Change to her own ſuperior Merit, 
and concluded it was now in her Power to be 
marry'd to him whenever ſhe pleas'd, reſolved 
therefore to tyrannize over her former Rival, and 
play him twenty little ill-natur'd Tricks, by way 
of Revenge, before ſhe would conſent to make 
him happy. He no ſooner perceiv'd her Intent, « 
and,ſmil'd rg think how exactly it ſuited his In- 
clinations; neceſfary Caution to prevent het 
expoling Harriet, by telling her, If ſuch a Story 
frould be told his Fut her - would entirely tuin = 

This 


(10) 
This Conſideration induc'd her to take great Pains 
to acquaint thoſe People to whom ſhe had prat- 
tled, that the whole Story was falſe, and rais'd 
by ſome malicious Perſon to aſperſe that Lady's 
Character. 


Harvides was careful to acquaint Harriot with 
every thing that paſs'd, telling her, Since every 
thing was ſafe, with Relation to her, be hop'd ſbe 
would permit him, when he found a proper Opportu- 
nity, to. break off with Emilia, without any farther 
Conſequences. Bur ſhe reply'd in a great Fury, She 
would never be ſatisfy'd till that hated Prude had 
ſacrificed to him that Virtue of which ſhe now ſo 
much boaſted ; that if he offer d to flag in the Per- 
fait, or. fail d of Succeſs, ſbe would take à terrible 
Revenge, tho ſhe was ſure to involve herſelf in his 
Ruin. Thus was Harvides hurry'd on by this vile 
Woman to commit an Action, which at that time 
his Soul abhorr'd ; though he has convinc'd the 
World by many Ways ſince, that his Conſcience 
is grown much more pliable. 


 Harvides being territy'd by the Threats of Han 
riot, was convinc'd ſhe would ſtick at nothing to 
accompliſh her Revenge, and that her utmoſt 
Malice would be bent againſt him, if he made 
any more Excuſes; which to prevent, his natural 
Cowardice inclin'd him to become the vile In- 
ſtrument of her Wickedneſs, and perſue the Ruin 
of the innocent Emilia, whoſe only Fault was her 
loving him to Exceſs. He continued his Court- 
ſhip with ſo much Aſſiduity, that the poor Lady, 
who placed her only Happineſs in the Thoughts 
of becoming his Wife, was unwilling any longer 
to teize him, but fincerely confeſs'd to him the 
true State of her Heart. No real Joy could ſeem 
bir 5 greater 
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greater than that which he counterfeited on this 
Occaſion. He threw himſelf at her Feet, thank- 
ing her for ſo great a Favour, and with repeated 
Vows of everlaſting Love, drew from that lovely 
Maid a ſolemn Promiſe ſhe would never receive 
Addrefles from any beſides himſelf. In ſhorr, 
they mutually agreed to ſolemnize the Nuptials as 
ſoon as her Guardian came to Town, and in the 
Interim keep the Matter ſecret; but that they might 
have an Opportunity of converſing with greater 
Freedom, he prevail'd upon her to go to a plea- 
ſant Seat ſhe had about fifteen Miles from Paris, 
near which he would hire Lodging; all Things 
being ſettled, they parted for the preſent, ſhe to 
give the neceſſary Orders for the intended Jour- 
ney, and he to laugh with the cruel Harriot at 
the lucky Progreſs in their villainous Deſign. 


Emilia arriv'd at her Country-Seat two Days 
before the appointed Time for the coming of Har- 
vides; the Rural Scene now afforded her more 
Pleaſure than the continued Hurries of à Court: 
She no longer defir'd to be admir'd, Harvides, 
the bale and treacherous Harvides was all her 
Wiſh; the Hours ſeem'd Years to her while he 
was abſent. Little did ſhe think how fatal this 
long d-for Viſit would prove, Suſpicion was a 
Stranger to her Breaſt, ſhe believ'd him to be ſin- 
cere, becauſe ſhe was conſcious of deſerving it; 
her Perſon was infinitely charming, and her Tem- 
per admirably ſweer: She had for his Sake re- 
fus'd one of the molt agreeable young Noblemen 
of the Kingdom, to throw away upon a trifling 
Fop a Hundred Thouſand Crowns, and Eight 
Hundred Pounds per Annum, without any other 
Jointure than his tine Face. 
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At length the wiſh'd-fos Moment came that 
brought Harvides, and each ſucceeding Day was 
ſpenc in Love and innocent Amuſements. Fiſh- 
ing was a favourite Diverſion, becauſe it afforded 
them frequent Opportunities to be alone. Our 
Lover never fail'd paying his Devoirs every Mor- 
ning ſoon after ſhe was up, and ſeldom took his 
Leave till Twelve at Night. The Weather was 
hot, and the Evenings moſt pleaſant ; thus Time 
roll'd on for near a Month, when Emilia received 
a Letter which inform'd her of her Guardian's 
being ſo extremely ill at the Hot Bath, that his 
Recovery was deſpair'd of, and that he earneſily 
deſit d to fee her, that he might ſettle what Af- 
fairs he had of hers in his Hands. Tho' ſhe 
was ſenſible it was highly neceſſary to ſee him 
before he dy'd, yet Hayvides was obliged to uſe 
many Arguments before he could perſuade her to 
go; ſhe would gladly have ſacrific'd her Intereſt 
to her Love: but ar laſt he prevail'd, and ſhe 
conſcnted to ſet out the next Morning; yet not- 
withſtanding he promis d to wait on her, and 
ſtay at ſome neighbouring Village till her Return, 
the very Thoughts of a Separation, tho' but for a 
few Days, gave her inexpreſſible Pain: They 
paſſed the beſt part of that Night in the Gardens, 
and now Harvides judgd it a proper Time to 
effect his baſe Deſign; he plainly ſaw ſhe was no 
longer Miſtreſs of herſelf, and reſolved to make 
uſe of this favourable Opportunity. In ſhort, he 
prevail'd ; his Vows of Conſtancy, and the vio- 
lent Paſſion he pretended were of little uſe to him, 
till pulling out a Penknife he ſlightly wounded 
himſelf in the Breaſt, and told her, Since ſhe re- 
Fuſed to make him happy, he would have the Satis- 
faction of dying at her Feet, Poor Emilia who re- 
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ally believ'd him to be mortally wounded, fainted 
away with Grief and Surprize ; Harvides took no 
Pains to bring her to herſelf, but even in tne 


melancholy Condition ſhe was then in compleated 
her Ruin. 


Tis impoſſible to expreſs the Conſternation 
that unhappy Lady was in, when ſhe came out 
of the Fit, and found herſelf in his Embraces ; 
ſhe tore her Hair and Face, heaping the bittereſt 
Reproaches on him and herſelf: However, he at 
laſt ſooth'd her Rage, by giving her on his Knees 
a ſolemn Oath, that the Marriage - Ceremony 
ſhould be perform'd at the firſt Town they came 
to the next Day. It was by this time ſo late 
that they were forced to part, in order to be 
ready for the intended Journey carly in the Mor- 
ning. Emilia went to Bed, but the horrid Re- 
flection of her loſt Honour baniſhing Sleep from 
her Eyes, ſhe was dreſs'd, and in the Coach by 
Six o' Clock in the Morning; but when ſhe ar- 
rivd at the Place where Harvides had appointed 
to marry her, and found him not there, ſhe 
turned pale, and trembled every Limb. Her Ser- 
vants fearing ſhe was ſtruck with Death, ſent for 
a Phyſician immediately; ſhe was not able to 
utter a Word, and notwithſtanding all the Reme- 
dies they gave her, ſhe continued ſpeechleſs till 
Three o Clock in the Afternoon, at which time 
being ſeiz'd with a violent Fir of Crying, her 
Speech return'd : Nobody could gueſs the Cauſe 
of this ſudekn Illneſs, but ſhe was by her own 
Deſire convey'd back to her own Houſe, where 
ſhe continued in a Scarlet Fever for a Fortnight 
without any Hopes of Recovery. 
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The baſe Harvides ſet out for Paris the very 
Night he had accompliſh'd his villainous Deſign, 
and went immediately to wait on Harriot with 
the News; ſhe receiv'd him with grerc Meaſure; 
gaily telling him, She hop'd he-would n»w believe 
there was no Virtue ſtrong ewugh to reſiſt his beau- 
ziful Charms, with much more to the ſame Pur- 


pole : However, continued ſhe, I would not adviſe 


you to try their Farce any more; for ſhould you give 
me the leaſt Reaſon to ſuſpect you had Regard for 


any Human but myſelf, I would ſtab you dead. ou 


are an abſolute Tyrant, Madam, reply*d+ he laughing, 
and ſeem reſolved to diſpoſe of me as you think fit. 
Perhaps you will thiak me a little unreaſonable, an- 
ſwer d ſhe, when / tell you, that in obeying my laſt 
Commands you gave me moe Unea/ineſs than can be 
imagind, It's true you are not to blame, I was re- 
ſolved to be revenged on Emilia; but 1 ſbad never 
forgive myſelf for making you the Inſtrument. The 
Thoughts of thoſe ſoft Things my Folly forced you to 
ſpeak to her, and the Endearments that paſſed betwixt 


je almoſt diſtract me. I find, Madam, cry'd Har- 
vides in a great Surprize, I am likely to pay very 


dear for my Obedience ; you are ſenfible with how 
much Reluctance I comply'd, and how wain all the 
Arguments I made uſe of to diſſuade you proved ; 
yet I plainly percctve all the Reward J am to expect 
will be Jealouſy, and endleſs Wrangling, No, my 
dear Harvides, ſays ſhe, I love you too much to 
diſturb your Peace, this is the Jaſt time I will make 
any Mention of it ; ouly let me beg you for my Sake 
to avoid as much as poſſible the Conver ſation of Wo- 
men, and Convince me that you really hate Emilia, 
permit me to tell the Story without mentioning your 
Name. He readily promis'd to fulfil her firſt De- 
fire, but argued ſtrongly againſt publickly expo- 
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ſing Emilia; however, he was conſtrain'd to com- 
ply, for he was dreadfully afraid of this wicked 
Woman, and began to hate her mortally, re- 
ſolving to break with her as ſoon as poſſible. In 
the mean time he muſt be a perfect Maſter in the 
Art of Diſſimulation, or he could never hope to 
deccive ſo cunning a Creature, | 


The News of Emilia's Illneſs had no ſooner 
reach'd *the Court bur Harriot had trumpeted 
the whole Matter; it was the common Topick at 
every Viſit : but ſhe had the Mortification to hear 
every Body pity the poor Lady, and dereſting the 
Villain, without knowing his Name. Harvides 
hearing himſelf daily curs'd and rail'd at, con- 
ſcious Guilt made him ready to quarrel with 
who ever talk'd on't; the Name of Emilia made 
him tremble, he was no longer able to appear in 
publick, his former Gaiety was turn'd into a 
{ſettled Melancholy, his Sleep forlook him, and in 
leſs than a Week he was ſeiz'd with a raging Fe- 
ver, in the delirious Fits which generally attend 
that Diſtemper, he cali'd continually on the in- 
jur'd Emilia. His Favourite Servant who was the 
{ole Confident of his Amour with Harriot, imme- 
diately inform'd her of the Danger there was of 
every thing being diſcover'd by his Ravings. It's 
eaſy to judge what a terrible Shock this News 
muſt give her; the Myſtery of their Iniquity was 
likely to be reveal'd by the Wretch himſelf : Guilt 
appear'd to her in its proper Light, and the Re- 
ward due to her Crimes, with its horrid Atten- 
dants, Infamy and Death ſtar'd her in the Face; 
her Grief was inſufferable, ſtanding like a Statue, 
till her Woman recover'd her by propoſing to ſend 
for a certain Phyſician famous for the Cure of 
Deliriouſneſs. The Coach was immediately got 

ready, 


(16) | 
feady, and Harriot would needs be the Meſſen- 
ger herſelf, righcly judging that her Intreaties, ac- 
eompany'd with a large Fee, would redouble the 
Doctor's Care, and quicken the Cure: She found 
ie abſolutely neceſſary to intruſt that Gentleman 
| with ſome Part of the unhappy Secret, that with 
| his Help ſhe might procure the other, Pi !Aicians 
who had hitherto attended Harvides \dilmiſs'd. 
| Powertul Gold ſoon overcame all Difficulties. 
| Ou Doctor perform'd his Part admirably, he 
f would conſult with no other Phyſician, nor pre- 
| 
| 


FI" 
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ſcribe any thing to the Patient, till the Room 
was cleat'd of all the Company, allowing none 
for the future to viſit him without his Permiſſion. 
4 His Gentleman promis'd an exact Compliance, 
| aſſuring him he would never leave his Maſter's 
| Chamber a Moment. Harriet expreſs'd her Fear 
| teſt his Brochers or Siſters ſhould forcibly enter ; 
bur rhe truſty Pimp ſoon made her eaſy by ſay- 
ing, Since my Lord and Lady were out of Town, 
he ſhould uſe no Ceremony with any Body elſe, This 
firſt Part, which more nearly concern'd herſelf, 
being ſo well adjuſted, ſhe now found Leiſure to 
inquire what Hopes there was of her Lover's 
| Life? The Doctor aſſur'd her he apprehended no 
| Danger, promiſing to make a perfect Core in 
| leſs than a Week's time. The Lady ſigh'd and 
ſaid, She ſhould be extremely glad of Harvides's 
Recovery, but added, that fince his Diſtemper pro- 
| ceeded originally from a Diſorder in his Mind, ſhe 
apprehended theſe Fits would frequently return ; and 
if that ſhould happen, ſhe muſt live in continual 
Uneafineſs. Here ſhe ſtopp'd, but finding 
the Doctor made no Reply, I will give a thouſand 
| Piftoles to be ſecure, ſhe (aid. 


| Here 
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Here my fait Readers have a full View of the 
fatal Effects that attend a guilty Paſſion in this 
degenerate a6 e generally, tho talſely, call'd 


by the tender Name of Love, It is certain that 
Love had no Share in this Intrigue, they ſeem'd 
rather to be poſſeſſed by ſome Fury than Vora= 

ries to that gentle God: From the firſt Day of 
their Commerce they made it their Buſineſs to 
ſpread Contagion round about them, and like 
the Damn'd to draw the Unwary in; now ſhock'd 
at the Blackneſs of their own Crimes, to prevent 
Diſcovery, they ſeek each other's Life, and Har- 
riot feign would ſacrifice Harvides. 


The Doctor was ſo aſtoniſh'd at her Speech, 
that he could ſcarce hide his Reſentment; but 
wiſely conſidering how dangerous it was to ex- 
aſperate a Woman of her Quality and Temper, 
who had arriv'd to ſuch a pitch of Wickedneſs 
as to ſacrifice her Favourite Lover, he thought it 
beſt to drop the Diſcourſe, and ſeem not to un- 
derſtand her; ſhe eaſily perceiv'd by his Counte- 
nance the Diſorder he was in, which convinc'd 
her ſhe had taken a wrong Step, and that the 


Doctor was much too honeſt for her Purpoſe ; ſhe — 


heartily vex'd ſhe had truſted a Man who might, © 
for ought ſhe knew, be ſctupulous enough to think 
it his Duty, as a Chriſtian, to diſcover the Secret. 
However, ſhe comforted herſelf with the Hopes 
that a large Fee and diſſembled Grief would 
induce him to put a favourable Conſtruction on 
her Words; nor was ſhe miſtaken : for the tender 
Expreſſions and the Crocodile Tears ſhe ſhed on 
taking her Leave of Harvides, made the DoRot 
© believe her Grief had diſorder'd her Underſtand- 
ing, and no Notice ought to be taken of what ſhe 
ſaid. C 'The 
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The Honeſty of the Phyſiciag ſaved the Life 
of Harvides, Harriot being obliged for her own 
Sake to deſiſt from purſuing ſuch vile Meaſures ; 
and in a little time, by the Doctor's Care, he 
was perfectly curd. His Favourite Servant, who 
over-heard the Propoſal ſhe made to the Doctor, 
gave him à true Account of the whole Affair, 
telling him, Tho” her Artifice had blinded the Phy- 


fician, he knew her too well to be deceiv'd ; earneſily 
begging he would be cautions never 10 eat or drink 


in her Company, if he would avoid Death, Harvides 


aſſured his faithful Servant, he would gratefully re- 


member this Mark of his Affection. 


The next Thing was how he ſhould behave 
himſelf to this deteſtable Woman; he dreaded 
the very Sight of her, yet had not the Courage 
to take his laſt Farewell, for Fear of her Re- 
venge. His Man, who had an extraordinary 
Judgment in ſuch Matters, prepos'd to conſult 
with Beau C—# about it, and if poſſible per- 


ſuade him to make Love to Harriot ; ſhouid. he 
ſucceed the Lady would be the Aggreſſor, ard 


conſequently glad to find any Opportunity to 
quarrel with Harvides, the better to entertain her 
new Lovcr. Harvides approv'd the Project, not 
in the leaſt doubting its Succeſs, 


The Beau was handſome and young, and fo 
was- the Lady; they were both, tho' different 
Ways, as wicked as the Devil himſelf, therefore 
could not fail liking each other. But Sir, re- 
ply'd the cunning Valet de Chambre, if you will 
promiſe to hear me with Patience, I have a Thing 
to propoſe, which will be ver) much to your Honour s 
Aurvantage. Conclude the other done, I will manage 

| this 
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(19) is 
this without your appearing in it at all, Say what 
thou wilt, anſwer'd Harvides, you may be aſſured of 
my Approbation. Ah! Sir, cries the ſly Rogue, 
keep but your Word, and I engage to put 25 
Thouſand Crowns in your Pocket, Perform thy Pro- 
miſe, ſays his Maſter laughing, let me but get the 
Money, which thou knoweſt I very much want, and 
I'll conſent to any Terms, Prithee ſpeak out! Why, 
I would make Love to Mother Shipton, were ſbe 
living, for half the Sum. No, Sir; ſays he, the 
Terms are not very bad; you need only return the 
Paſſion which Madame the Ducheſs de Joyouſe has 
long entertain'd for you. She is, J own, a little an- 
cient; but, in my Opinion, very handſome : Shou d 
ſhe be turn d of Seventy, 1 have ſeen many Women 
at Forty ook older. Huw ſay you, Sir; can you be 
cruel when Beauty courts you in a golden Shower ? 
I am not in a Humour to trifle, anſwer d Harvides, 
but if thou art in Earneſt, and really intruſted by 
this amorous Piece of Antiquity to reveal the Secret 
of her Love to me, I frankly own the Offer is far 
from being diſagreeable to me; and 1 aſſure you, 1 
am now ready to devote myſelf intirely to her Service. 
Monficur was ſo well pleas'd to hear his Maſ- 
ter's Sentiments were ſo favourable with reſpe& 
to the Ducheſs, that he inſtantly deliver'd ſeve- 
ral Letters to him which he had received frow 
her Confident on this Occaſion, ſhewing him 2 
large Diamond-Ring of great Value, which ſhe 
preſented him with, to encourage him to plead 
more ſtrenuouſly in her Cauſe. Harvides order'd 
him to procure a Meeting for him with her Grace 
as ſoon as poſſible with Decency, aſſuring the 
Confident his Maſter had a moſt tender Paffion 
for the Ducheſs. In ſhort, he had ſo good an 
Opinion of his Valet's Underſtanding, he left 
both Affairs intire ly to his Conduct. 

C 2 Mon- 
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Monſieur went immediately to find out Beau 
Cm, and frankly communicated his Buſineſs ; 
the Propoſal was joyfully receiv d by the Beau, 
who ſaid he had for a long time ador'd the beautiful 
Harriot, but he could never find a proper Opportunity 
to declare his Paſſion to ber. The Pimp reply'd, If 
that be all, I'll introduce you into the Lady's Com- 
pany to-morrow in the Evening, and defir d he would 
call on Harvides exa&ly at Ten o Clock. Mr. Cm, 
tho' born in a Country remarkable for the Aſſu- 
rance of its Natives, ſeem'd very diffident of his 
own Merit, and with an afte&ed Sigh in a lan- 
guiſhing Tone ſaid, I am ſenſible I am not deſerving 
of a Wiman of ber Quality, The inſinuating 
Frenchman ſoon ſalv'd that Matter with a Load 
of Compliments, leaving the Fool to find, if poſ- 
fible, in his Glaſs thoſe innumerable Graces he 
had ſo plentifully beſtow'd upon him. 


1 Having perform'd this Part ſo well, his next 
| Hareigh Pubnels was to wait on Herbie, whom he 
luckily found alone, and deliver'd a Meſſage from 
his Maſter in the moſt humble and tender Terms 
imaginable, which concluded with an earneſ De- 
fire ſhe would honour him with her Company the next 
Night at Supper. To which the Lady agreed, it 


was to be at his own Lodgings, at Nine o 
Clock. 


The Lady was punctual to the Time, ſhe found 
her Lover waiting, who receiv'd her with Rap- 
tures ; the Project for a final Rupture, and his 
Hopes it would ſuecced to his Wiſh, inſpir'd him 
with uncommon Gaiety. Harriot took Notice 
how much. his Temper was alter'd already for 
the better ; ſhe attributed it to the Sight of her : 


Thus 


| (21) 
Thus they trifled away the Time in Mirth and 
Compliments till Supper was upon Table ; but 
they were no ſooner fate down but Monſieur 
took the Opportunity of ſlipping down-ſtairs, and 
leaving the Door unlock'd, ſomething being want- 
ed at Table, Harvides rung the Bell, which was 
the Signal agreed on: but tis impoſſible to ex- 
preſs che Surprize Harriot was in, when inſtead 
ot the Servant, ſhe ſaw Beau C—m enter. Har- 
vides pretended ro be mightily concern'd at the 
Accident, and curs'd the Cateleſſneſs of his Va- 
let. Mr. Cm made a long Apology- for his 
Intruſion, and offer'd to withdraw, but Harriot 
ſtopp'd him, earneſtly preſs'd him to ſup with 'em, 
wiſely confidering Civility would engage him to 
be ſilent; our Beau accepted the Favour, laviſhing 
all his little Stock of Rhetorick in Praiſe of her 
Beauty. This is a Theme ſo wonderfully pleaſing 
to all Women, whether handſome or ugly, old or 
young, that the molt wary are often deceiv'd by 
it. Harriot hear d him with Pleaſure, and ſome- 
times return'd his Compliments in ſuch a manner 
as gave Harvides an Opportunity to ſeem grave, 
which rather increas d than diminiſh'd their Mirth. 
The Beau read a long Lecture on the ill Effects of 
Jealouſy, Madam laugh'd, ſaying, I: was very he- 
nourable in a Husband, but intolerable in a Lover, 
forgetting how much ſh: was addicted to it, and 
how uneaſy ſhe had made both herſelf and Har- 
vides on that Score. He retorted in pretty ſmart 
Repartees, telling her, The whole Sex were ſo ful! 
5 and Fully, their Tempers ſs uncertain, and 

eir fee ons ſo ungovernable, that he thought there 
was ſcarce a Woman in the World worthy of being 
— ſincerely belov'd by a Man of Honour, This Speech 
had the deſit'd Effect, it provoking her beyond 
all Patience, that ſhe ſtamp'd, and rav'd like a_ 


Fury, 
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Fury, calling him baſe ungrateful Villain, unworthy 
bf ber leaſt Regard, threaten'd Revenge, and vou d 
ſhe'd nrver ſpeak to him more. He with a low 
Bow told her, he had long fince learn'd to ſubmit 
to her Will in every thing, therefore he would not be- 
gin to contradit} her now ; and ſince he was ſo un- 
happy to loſe her Favour, he heartily wiſh'd his Friend, 
to whom he plainly perceiv'd ſhe was about to give it, 
might ſet a true Value on ſo great a Bleſſing. Ha- 
ving ſaid this he left the Room without ſtaying 
for het Anſwer, only deſiring Mr. Cm might 
make what Uſe he pleas'd of his Apartment. 
She was in ſuch an Agony ſhe had not Power to 
ſtop him, the Violence of her Paſſion ſtopping her 
Breath ſhe fell in a Swoon. Mr. C— m and 
Monſieur with mach Difficulty recover'd her, 
but ſhe burſt into a Flood of Tears before ſhe 
could ſpeak. By this time it being too late to go 
home, ſhe deſit' d Mr. C—m to conduct her to a 
Friend's Houſe about a League from Paris, he 
told her his Coach was at the Door, and himſelf 
teady to wait on her, wherever ſhe pleas'd to 
command; ſo giving him her Hand, ſhe went a- 
way without Farin any Meſſage for Harvides, 
whoſe Name ſh: never mention'd after ſhe came 
out of the Fit. 


Hervides and his Man ſpent the Remainder of 
the Night in conſulting how to manage the amo- 
rous Dutcheſs to the beſt Advantage, but they 
had no ſooner ſettled that Matter than they be- 
gan to reflect on the Behaviour of Harriot, her 
Coolneſs gave them terrible Apprehenfions ; but 
Monſieur comforted his Maſter by affuring him, 
that Mr. C n would prevent her doing any 
Miſchief, and give them Notice of all her De- 
lizns: and to ſay Truth, that Gentleman _= 

15 


fa 


his Promiſe exactly; he was wonderous proud of 
the Conqueſt he bad made, and took {o much 
Pains to pleaſe the Lady, that ſhe grew fonder of 
him than ever ſhe had been of Harvides: This 
new Amour employ'd all her Thoughts, and in- 
ſtead of meditating Revenge, ſhe was glad at the 


Quarrel, 


The cunning Pimp ſoon procur'd a Meeting 
betwixt his Maſter and the Ducheſs ; the Parti- 
culars of what paſs'd at this Interview is a Se- 
cret to me: tis certain both Parties were pleas'd, 
becauſe this Commerce continu'd nigh a Year 
without any Interruption ; nay ſo little did they 
regard publick Cenſure, that he was ſeen to viſit 
her daily at her own Houſe, and often went out 
of Town with her to a fine Villa ſhe had about 
ſeven Leagues from Paris, ſtaying there whole 
Weeks together, her Grace being deny'd to all 
other Company: This Behaviour occaſfion'd much 
Scandal, the Belle Aſſemblees rang with it, and 
fifty ridiculous Stories were made on this Occa- 
fon, The moſt convincing Proof of a criminal 
Converſation betwixt them was; Harvides, whoſe 
Circumſtances every Body knew to be very bad, 
now made an extraordinary Figure, paid his nu- 
merous Debts, kept a grand Equipage, and plaid 
for great Sums of Money. All this was judg'd 
to proceed from the Ducheſs's Bounty, it being 
impoſſible to perſuade the ill-ratur'd World that 
an old Lady would be ſo exceeding charitable to 
a young Gentleman, without receiving a valuable 
Conſideration : The Town was no ſooner tir'd of 
talking ſo long on one Subject, but an unlucky 
Accident happen'd, which diſcover d the whole 


Secret, 
The 


174 


The Ducheſs was particularly fond of Madam 
de Selle ua, a Lady almoſt as old as herſelf, being 
the Widow of a Gencral Officer; who, tho' ſhe 
had been long a Grandmother, yet was a great 
Admircr of Gallantry, keeping a grand 4ſſemblee, 
to which the gay and young of both Sexes con- 
ſtantly reſorted ; Raffling, high Play, Concerts of 
Muſick by the beſt Hands, and Balls, were alter- 
nately the Diverſions to be met with there: and 
her cunning Ladyſhip from theſe publick Meet- 
ings found private Means to ſubſiſt herſelf and 
Family in a hand ſome Manner; thoꝰ not without 
being ſuſpected of procuring for ſome of the 
Princes of the Blood, who liberally rewarded her 
Services, by providing her Sons with conſiderable 
Poſts in the Army; one of whom is very remark- 
able for his extraordinary Covetouſneſs and Mean- 
neſs of Spirit A young Widow-Lady of a good 
Fortune and much Merit, had the IIl-Luck to 
be marry'd to this Wretch, who took Care to hide 
his covetouſneſs till the Wedding was over: but 
in two Months after he grew melancholy for hav- 
ing liv'd ſo long like a Chriſtian, The tender 
Wife begg'd of him to know the Cauſe of his 
Affliction; who after much Intreaty told her, If 
ſome Care is not ſpeedily taken to leſſen the Number of 
Servants, and retrench the Expences of Houſe-keepiug, 
we ſhall certainly want Bread: That for my own 
Part, I am willing to ſet you a good Example ; and 
pointing to a Scarlet Coat which hung in the 
Room, That Coat, ſays he, has ſerved me theſe ten 
Tears, and is like to laſt ten more. Now, Madam, 
continued he, if you love me, and would wiſb me 
to live many Tears with you, confider what I have ſaid 
to you ; two Maids and one Man are ſufficient for 
116, Vifiters being chargeable : therefore let us drop all 

our 


= 
eur Acquaintance : And to deal plainly with you, 1 
think fine Cloaths and Jeuels can be of no Uſe to © 
Virtuous Wife, who defires to pleaſe no-body but her 
Husband, I own they are Things to Which I have 4 
natural Antipathy ; pr*ythee, Love, let them be ſold, 
they will yield a great deal of Money, which brings 
Intereſt, you know. She liſten'd with great Atten- 
tion, but inſtead of an Anſwer, burſt into a loud 
Laugh, and went out ot the Room. She told it 
in all Companies wherever ſhe went, till the poor 
Major was banter'd to ſuch a Degree he is glad 


to let her live and dreſs as ſhe pleaſes ever 
lince. 


But now 'tis time to return to my Story. 


Madam de Selena was the only Perſon whom 
the Ducheſs de Foyouſe thought fir to make her 
Confidant, being often permitted to dine and ſup 
with the Lovers, who put themſelves under no 
Reſtraint before her. It muſt needs be a tempt- 
ing Scene to ſee a Woman turn'd of Seventy act 
over again all the Follies and Vices of her Youth, 
which, by the Bye, had been infamous enough. 
She could not eat if ſhe did not loll on Harvides's 
Breaſt, and receive or ſnatch Kifles every Mi- 
nute ; the reſt of their Behaviour was too groſs 
for me to write, or my Readers to read : Yet 
vile as it was, it warm'd old Madam de Selena 
to ſuch a Degree, that ſhe was reſolved at any 
Rate to rival the Ducheſs ; ſhe knew twas Gold 
only could procure her his Careſſes: and tho' ſhe 
was narurally covetous, and had not much of 
that precious Metal to ſpare, yet ſo violent was 
her Paſſion that ſhe took an Opportunity to lip 
2 Purſe with five hundred Louis d Or into his 
Hand, and a Note inclos d, which plainly ex- 

D preſs d 
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Preſs'd the Return ſhe expected, appointing both 
Time and Place. The young Gentleman too 
well underſtood the Value of Money to refuſe 
the Offer, ſo was very punctual. Both Ladies 
thought themſelves exceeding happy, and Harvi- 
des between them made good Advantage; bur 
Savingneſs was not his Talent. This double 
Intrigue went on a conſiderable Time, but on a 
fatal Day her Grace unexpectedly viſiting Ma- 
dam Selena, (with a Freedom common between 
them both) enter'd her Cloſet haſtily ; but how 
was ſhe ſurpriz'd when ſhe found her faithleſs 
Lover in the Arms of that Lady faſt aſleep on 
the Couch? She knew not what to reſolve on, 
to ſacrifice them both to her Revenge would in- 
jure her Reputation every Way; to awaken 'em 
would only create Words to no Purpoſe. At 
Jaſt, ſhe concluded on the moſt miſchievous Pro- 
je& that ever enraged Woman could invent; ſhe 
took a Hiuſewife out of her Pocket, and with a 
Needle and Silk ſew'd their Cloaths together in 
an indecent Poſture, and afterwards faſten'd 'em 
to the Hangings of the Room in ſuch a Manner 
as would take up a conſiderable Time to get 
looſe. Then ſhe ſoftly ſhur the Door, telling 
the Servants as ſhe went out, Their Lady was 
buſy, and order d no- body ſhould go nigh the Cloſet till 
ſhe return d, which would be very ſoon. So getting 
into her Chariot, ſhe was drove directly to one 
of Madam de Selena's Daughters in the very next 
Street, and finding a deal of Company, told 'em, 
ſhe was juſt come from Madam de Sellena's, who 
was dying in an Apoplectic Fit, and begg'd they 
would go back with her immediately. This 
ſurprizing Account made them all follow the 
Ducheſs thither, who pretending ſo much Con- 
cern, went on Foot, conducting them herſelf * 
the 
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the Cloſet, where, as ill Fate would have it, the 
loving Couple ſtill remain'd faſt aſleep. | 


*Tis impoſſible to deſcribe the Confuſion her 
Daughter was in at ſo obſcene a Sight; the Com- 
pany ſtared at one another till the Ducheſs ſeri- 
ouſly told them, I am extremely pleas d to find 1 
am miſtaken, and that it is only a Love- t which 
had pleas'd the Lady. This Speech caus'd a ge- 
neral Laugh, and awak'd the Lovers, who were 
very much ſurpriz'd to find ſuch a Crowd about 
them, and endeavourd to cover themſelves, but 
to no Purpoſe ; for Madam had tack'd them fo 
faſt, that the more they ſtrove the worſe the 
Sight appear'd, till the Daughter, who was no 
Stranger to her Mother's Amour, eaſily gueſs'd 
the true Cauſe, and taking up a Pair of Sciſſars, 
cut the Silk, and gave them an Opportunity to 
compoſe themſelves into tolerable Order. 


Madam de Joyouſe made many witty Speeches 
on this Occaſion ; but in the End ſhe had but 
little Cauſe to triumph: For the Rage Madam 
de Sellena was in to find herſelf ſo publickly ex- 
pos'd, obliged her to diſcloſe the whole Secret 
before all the Company in a worſe Manner than 
I have related it. Harvides ſlunk away, leaving 
them to agree as well they could, being ſuffi- 
ciently mortify'd at the Accident; the reſt of 
the Company withdrew without taking a formal 
Leave, leaving the Ducheſs to argue rhe Caſe 
with the old Lady and her Daughter. This 
Story prov'd Matter of Diverſion for both Court 
and City, it being the only Topick for ſeveral 
Days: however, the Ladies thought it their mu- 
tual Intereſts to be reconcil'd, and very modeſtly 
appear'd at a a ms the next Day to- 
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gether ; whether it was, as a witty Gentleman 
ſaid, they agreed to ſhare the Lover between them 
I' will not pretend to determine, but this is 
certain he viſited both, | 


Misfortunes, either ſoon or late, are the con- 
ſtant Attendants of criminal Paſſions, as our amo- 
rous Triumvirate quickly found to their Coſt ; but 
the fatal Arrow flew from a Quarter they could 
never have ſufpected, and conſequently, could not 
miſs its Aim. 


The much injur'd Emilia, tho' with great Dif- 
ficulty, was recover'd from her Illneſs ; but what 
Phyſician can be found whoſe Skill can cure the 
Diſeaſes of the Mind? She languiſh'd away Life 
at her Country-Seat, where ſhe would not be vi- 
fited even by her nigheſt Relations; every Body 
pity'd her, curſing the Author of her Ruin : but 
alas! Piry gives no Relief to the Afflicted, fhe 
dreaded to hear the Name of Harvides mention'd 
more than Death, which indeed was the only 
Reaſon ſhe deny'd Admittance to every Body, 
till a Lady, who had been educated with her 
in her Infancy, and had been wedded about four 
Years to a Gentleman of good Fortune in Eng- 
land, was accidentally inform'd of what had hap- 
pen'd, and could not be eaſy till her Husband 
conſented to go with her to France, and endea- 
your to comfort unhappy Emilia, The Sight of 
this dear Fricnd made her for the preſent forget 
her Sorrow, ſhe receiving them with the greateſt 
Demonſtrations of Joy. Marcia (for ſo we will 
call this Lady) told her, My Spouſe propoſes to 
tale the Tour of Italy lefore he returns home. But 
1 flatter myſelf, reply d Emilia, you love me well e- 
nough to ſtay behind him, and give me a Hopping 
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I fo earneſtly defire ; will you not prefer my Company 
before the trifling Pleaſure of ſeeing ſtrange Countries? 
Alas! I am affiifted with many Griefs, and it is 
from you alone I hype to find Relief; do not leave 
me to fink under the Burthen of my Sorrows. Nh 

my dear Emilia, ( reply d the generous Marcia 

be aſſured I will not leave you, for I had rather par- 
take of your Afflictions than enjoy the greateſt Plea- 
ſures this vain World can afford, I came on Pur- 


poſe to paſs the Summer with you, while my Hiuband 
diverts himſelf in travelling. 


Not to tire my Readers with a Repetition of 
Things foreign to the Purpoſe, let us ſuppoſe the 
Gentleman gone, and the two Ladies left at Li- 
berty to unburthen their Minds, which Emilia 
did without the leaſt Reſerve, The horrid Story 
ſhock'd the very Soul of Marcia, who frankly told 
her, Ia my Opinion, it is falling below the Dignity 
of Humane Nature to paſs your Time in Grief and 
unavailing Tears, for a Misfortune which never can 
be remedy d; you may be ſatisfy d with your own 
Innocence, and bravely take Revenge on the guilty 
Monſters Harvides and Harriot. The whole Court 
(continued ſhe) will rejoice at it, they_.uill no 
longer believe you weak enough to doat on your Un- 
deer ; for, not to hate him, is to partake of his 
Crimes. Leave the Management of this Affair to me, 
and I'll revenge you to ſome Purpoſe. Come, my 
deareſt Friend, convince me that you hate the Tray- 
tor, by telling me, you conſent to my Propoſal, 


Emilia remain'd for a conſiderable Time with 
her Eyes fix'd on the Ground; her often chan- 
ging Countenance, ſometimes very pale, and at 
other Times a deep Red, which ſufficiently de- 
monſtrated the Anxiety of her Heart, and the dif- 


ferent 
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ferent Emotions ſhe felt within herſelf. Ar laſt, 
looking ſtedfaſtly on Marcia, You are in the rights 
(ſaid ſhe) my Dear, my only Friend, I will be re- 
venged; nor is it fit for me to appear in the World 
till I am: A as you pleaſe, and be aſſured of my 
Approbation, and eternal Acknowledgment for the Fu- 
vour; but for your own Sake, beware of touching Life. 
Fear not (reply d Marcia laughing) I think Death 
too gentle a Puniſhment for ſuch Wretches, unleſs the 
Miſery I defign to bring upon them ſhall make them in- 
flick it with their own Hands: But JI muſt intreat - 
you will enquire no farther in what Manner J intend 
to proceed; let it ſuffice that I deſign to ſet out for 
Paris to-morrow : Tou know I have many Relations 
to viſit there, but ſhall take no Notice that I have as 
yet ſeen you; expect my Return in a Fortnight at 
fartheſt, and in the Interim comfirt yourſelf with a 
full Aſſurance that I ſhall bring you pleafing News. 
Eve iv thing being thus adjuſted, the fair Friends 
paſs d the Night together, and Emilia appeared 
more compos'd and merry than ſhe had ever 
been ſince her Misfortunes. | 


The next Morning early Marcia ſet out for Pa- 
ris, and as ſoon as her firſt Viſits of Ceremony 
were over, ſhe began to think of putting her 
Deſign in Execution. The common Topick in 
every Company ſh: went into was the comical 
Amours of Harvides with the two Old Ladies, 
for both whom ſhe had a great Averſion, reſol- 
ving, if poſſible, to make them ſhare in the Fate 
of Harvides and Harriot ; but hearing Harriot was 
wholly taken up with Beau Cm, ſeldom ſeeing 
Harvides , ſhe was at a Loſs what Means to uſe 
to involve her in the Miſchief intended; however, 
ſhe reſolv'd to ſacrifice the Beau, rather than let 
Harriot eſcape, | 

Now 
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Now ſhe thought it high Time to begin her 
Work, reſolving to ſtick at nothing to accompliſh 
it, and calling into her Cloſet a truſty Servant, 
who had been her Footman from her Childhood, 
order'd him to equip himſelf like a Man of For- 
tune, and hire Lodgings in one of the capital 
Streets in Paris, which was ſoon done, ſhe having 
furniſh'd him with a conſiderable Sum of Money, 
When he acquainted her that her Commands were 
punctually obey'd, ſhe faid, I doubt not your Fide- 
lity, John; but remember the Project I am about re 
quires not only Secrecy but much Art: You muſt follow 
my Directions exattly, without asking any Queſtions ; 
if it concern'd myſelf, I would intruſt you intirely, 
but as it dies not I can only aſſure you, if you per- 
form your Part well, I will engage to reward you be- 
ond your Wiſh. The poor Fellow aſſur'd her he 
was always ready to pay a blind Obedience to 


her Will in every thing without any Hopes of 
Reward. 


Well, (reply'd Marcia) I believe you faithful; yet 
1 doubt the firſt Buſineſs you are to go about will 
ftartle you a little. In ſhort, you muſt get acquainted 
with ſome Baud of Nafe, who may be able to put into 
your Hands any young Wench of extraordinary Beauty, 
whoſe Pace is unknown to the Men of Quality; but 
there are two Qualifications more which ſhe muſt not 
want, the firſt is a Share of Senſe or Cunning, which 
will do full as well in this Affair ; and in the ſecond 
Place, if no outward Signs appear, ſhe can never be 
too violently infected with the mediſh Diſeaſe. Diſ- 
patch this immediately, ( continu'd ſhe) and bring 
me ſuch a Girl this very Evening, 1 will wait in my 
Cloſer till M both come; ſpare no Money, 1 
O 
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However ſtrange this Command might ſeem to 
be, the Servant obey'd it without making the 
kalt Objection, bringing a young Creature to his 
Lady by the time appointed, who being examin'd, 
exactly anſwer'd her Purpoſe ; and now ſhe told 
him ber whole Deſign was againſt Harvides, This 
Gentlewoman ( ſays ſhe) muſt be lodg d in the Houſe 
with you, and paſs for your Niece, a Country Lady 
of Ebytune ; Coach and Servants, fine Cloaths, and all 
ether Neceſſaries, ſhall be ready by To-morrow : You 
are not known in Paris, ſo it can never be detected: 
F will myſelf pretend to be acquainted with ye both, 


and introduce her into ſome of the Aſſemblies moſt fre- 


uented by Harvides 3 her Touth and Charms will 
= catch the Gudgeon, Then turning to the Girl, 
1 ſuppoſe (ſays ſhe ſmiling) you kave nos accuſtom d 
yourſelf to be cruel, ſo that if this pretty Gentleman 
ſhould make Love to you you can att the Part of an 
innocent Country Nymph ; and yet, rather than be 
Hould die for you, at laſt be evercome by Dint of 
fine Words and more ſubſiantial Preſents? The Wench 
with a low Curt fie aſſured her Ladyſhip ſhe would act 
her Part carefully, and punftually mind whatever (he 
ſhould ſay to her hereaſter. If you do, and keep this 
Secret inviolable, ( reply d Marcia) I will not only 
take Care to have yuu well cured of this wretched 
Diſtemper, but likewiſe put 1t in your own Power to 
live virtuouſly for the future, The young Creature 
return'd her Ladyſhip Thanks, with many Tears 
proteſting, It was her earnef? Deſire to reclaim. 
Marcia was ſo well pleaſed with this Anſwer 
ſne made her ſtay to Supper, while John went to 
make the neceſſary Preparations for the Recep- 
tion of his new Nicce. As ſoon as he was gone, 
the Lady deſiring a more particular Account of 
her Adventures, ſhe related them in ſo genteel 
| and 
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and moving a Manner, that Marcia could not 
refrain from weeping ; but as they are entirely 
foreign from the Deſign of this Hiſtory, I ſhall 
not mention the Particulars, only acquaint my 
Readers that ſhe was well born, bur at that time 
miſerable enough to the laſt Degree. 


Should I recount the different Stratagems that 
were made uſe of ro bring this Plot to Perfection, 
it would ſpin this Work to too great a Length; 
let it ſuſfice then that Harvides, quite tired out 
with the nauſeous Deſires of two laſcivious old 
Hags for ſo long a Time, was ſoon enſnar'd by 
this young Charmer. He firmly believd her to 
be what ſhe repreſented, ſhe anſwering all his 
Addreſſes in ſuch an innocent Manner, that he 
us'd to call her his lovely Fool before his Favourite 
Beau Cm. The old Ducheſs had furniſh'd him 
with a good Sum of Money, that he was enabled 
to make the young Lady valuable Preſents, and a 
good Store of Gold alſo was given to her Maid, 
to engage her alſo in his Intereſt, who ſoon in- 
form'd him her watchful Uncle was obliged to 
leave Paris for a few Days upon earneſt Buſineſs, 
and that would be the only Time to improve his 
Happineſs. Marcia had a faithful Account daily 
of all their Proceedings, and accordingly took 


Care that John ſhould diſappear at the Time the 
Maid had mention'd. 


This Obſtacle being removed, our Lover was 
not long before he found Means to accompliſh 
his Deſire; a Pair of Diamond Ear-Rings, join'd 
with the Perſuaſions of her Maid, prevail'd, and 
Harvedes was conducted to Miſs's Bedſide by that 
Emiſſary the ſame Night; the two following 
Nights were ſpent in the like Manner : but now 

the 


84 
the Uncle being expected home, more Caution 
muſt be us'd, at which Harvides was inwardly 
_ He was naturally fickle, and by this 
ime would have been glad at any Rate to get 
rid of an Amotr from which he could expect no 
Advantage; he told Beau C— all that had paſs'd, 
adding, he hid tlrown away a prodigious Sum 
of Money for a Trifle. The Beau laugh's, and 
laid, F he could find any way to make Pim happy 
in the Arms of that pretty Creature, he would return 
him an Hundred Guiueas of the Expence he had been 
at, I take jou at your Word, (reply'd the cove- 
tous Harvides ) I will do it this very Nizht; I am 
always let in ia the dark, and as we are much of a 
Size, the Trick cannatpuſſibly be diſceve;*d, at leaſt 
nll Morning ; and then, no doubt, you'll find a Way 
to gain the Lady's Parton: She is not tuo Removes 
from an Ideot, and I am heartily tir d; beſide you 
know TI am @bliged to ſup with her Grace. Jn ſhort, 
they ſucceeded in this Proj-&; for the cunning 
Gipley had it in her Inſtructions, it poſſible, to 
make the Beau a Sharer in the Prize, for the Sake 
of Harriet : So ſhe pretended to take him for Har- 
vides, till Day-light diſcover'd the Cheat; and 
then after a little affected Rage, ſoon ſuffer'd 
him to pacify her Anger, vowiug ſhe would leave 


Paris as ſoon as her Uncle came to Town, and 
never ſee Harvides more. 


Tieſe two Gentlemen made themſelves very 
merry at the Expence of the beautiful Fol, (as 
they call'd her) and apply'd themſelves more aſ- 
ſiduouſly to the Service of their ſeveral quondam 
Miſtreſſes, that they might have no Suſpicion of 
this new Amour. The Uncle ſoon appear'd in 
Town again, and then Marcia thought it high 
time to remove the Lady, whom ſhe ſent over 
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to England, under the Care of John, with Orders 
for her Cure and Maintenance; bur reſolving to 
ſtay herſelf in Paris till the Effects of her Plot be- 
came viſible, ſhe wrote to Emilia, begging her to 
have Patience a Fortnight longer, and Fea ſhe 
ſhould be able to give her a pleaſant Account of 
all her Enemies; nor did ſhe wait ſo long, for 
the Diſtemper being a Spaniſh Pox, appear'd with 
ſuch violent Symptoms on Harvides, that he 
thought proper to abſcond, juſtly dreading the 
Indignation of the two old Ladies; whoſc Revenge 
would be fatal, if he ſtay'd till they felt its Et- 
fects: however, he firſt ſent for Mr. Cm, and 
communicated to him his deplorable Condition, 
with repeated Curſes on the Anthor of his Mis- 
fortune, which he aſſut'd him conid be no other 
than the fair Fool, adding, that undoubtedly Mr. 
C—m would find himſelf very ſoon in the ſame 
Condition; and if it ſhould ſo happen, Harriot 
was much more to be feat'd than thoſe Ladies 
with whom he had conversd. This dreadful Ha- 
rangue ſurpriz d the Beau, who choſe rather to 
accompany him in his Journey than ſtay to wait 
the Iſſue ot the Affair: fo leaving the Gentlemen 
to the Care of the Phyſicians, we come in the 


next Place to give you a ſhort Account of the 
Ladies, 


The very Day after their Departure from Paris, 
which, by the Bye, they took Care ſhould be 
very ſecret, inſomuch that they took no Leave 
of their neareſt Friends, there was a magnificent 
Ball at the Louvre, upon ſome extraordinary Oc- 
calion; every Body was ſurpriz'd to find Hu vides 
and Beau C—m miſſing, but in particular the 
Ducheſs de Foyouſe, Madam de Sellera, and Har- 
riot, were the moſt concern'd, tho' for different 
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Reaſons; Marcia was there, and had plac'd her- 
ſelf cloſe by Harriot, whoſe Uneaſineſs ſhe took 
Notice of in particular; and taking a proper 
Opportunity, whiſper'd her in the Ear, and ask'd 
if ſhe had heard the ſtrange News? hat News ! 
(reply'd that Lady in a melancholy Air) Vi, 
(anſwer'd the malicious Marcia) Beau C-—m has 
carry d off the new Beauty, who has been ſo much ad- 
mir'd for theſe three Weeks paſt, and the Town re- 
ports Harvides is gone with them, on what Ocaaſion 
1 cannot conjecture, unleſs he has been humble enough 
to fall in Love with her Weman: I can aſſure you 
what I tell you is actually true; for the poor Gen- 
tleman her Uncle is gone in Purſuit of them this 
Morning. 


This Speech caus'd ſo great an Emotion in 
Harriot, that ſhe was forced to quit the Room, 
to the no ſmall Diverſion of Marcia, who of all 
the Company only knew the true Cauſe of her 
Diſorder ; tho* in a ſhort time after the whole 
Matter became publick enough : for, as ill Luck 
would have it, that Lady had not only got the 
virulent Taint herſelf, but had communicated it 
to her Lord, who made no Scruple of proclaim- 


| Ing her Guilt, tho' he was ignorant who was 


her Gallant, till Marcia inform'd him of the 
whole Intrigue betwixt her and Harvides, with- 
out mentioning Bean C—x ; the Story of her 
Baſeneſs to Emilia, and every minute Circum- 
ſtance. 


This exaſperated him to ſuch a Degree that 
he never reſted till he obtain'd a Divorce, and 
left her to ſuffer the Puniſhment due to her 
Crimes; fhe liv'd in Obſcurity ſome Years after, 
dying in a very mean Condition, and deteſted 


by 
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by all who knew her. The Ducheſs and Madam 
de Sellena, who are ſtill living, kept their Mis- 
fortune ſecret, and doubtleſs took Care to get 
cur d; but Harvides, even after he thought fit 
to appear again at Court, had fuch terrible Re- 
mains of that nauſeous Diſtemper ſtill upon him, 

that his ſtinking Breath was intolerable, which 


conſequently render'd him diſagreeable to the La- 
dies. 


In this State I ſhall leave him, and recount 
no more of his Adventures till his Journey into 
Spain, and Marriage with the famous Lupella, 
whoſe Hiſtory till that Time I ſhall repreſent in 
the following Pages to my Readers ; bur firſt, I 
think it will not be improper to give them a ſhort 
Account of poor Emilia, to whom Marcia re- 
turn d, and with great Pleaſure related the Suc- 
ceſs of her Scheme; that good-natur'd Creature 
ſeem'd much concern'd that ſhe had carry'd her 
Vengeance ſo far: but ſighing ſaid, Harvides 
and the cruel Harriot deſerv'd their Fate. 


This faithful Friend ſtaid with her till her 
Husband's Return ; and by degrees brought her 
in ſome meaſure to forget her Sorrows, and ſhake 
off the Melancholly under which ſhe had ſo long 
drowned her animal Faculties: But, to perfect 
the Work, they both intreated her to accompany 
them into England, to which ſhe conſented; and 
now paſſes her Time at their Country-Seat in the 
conſtant Practice of Religious Duties, and doing 
Acts of Charity and good- nature to all who have 
the Happineſs of being known to her. 


THE 


IS TORX 


Donna DELL 


HE was born in Spain, but being 


e brougnt by her Father when an In- 
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People are ſo juſtly remarkable. On the con- 
trary, as ſhe grew up, ſhe even exceeded the giddy 
French themſelves in Gaiety and extravagant 
Flights. Her Father had a conſiderable Poſt in 
the Army, and behaved on all Occaſions with ſo 
much Honour and perſonal Courage, that the 
King had a very particular Eſteem for him ; bur 
ro her great Misfortune he dy'd when ſhe was 
ſcarce twelve Years of Age. That Gentleman, 
tho. a Man of good Senſe and much Merit, was 
like molt other great Officers fond of Magnifi- 
cence and Shew ; and conſequently had liv'd up 
to the Height of his Income, ſo that poor Miſs | 
was left with very little Fortune: The Funeral 
over, and Debts paid, eight Thouſand Crowns 

WAS 
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was all ſhe had to truſt to; but this Article was 
ſoon overbalanc'd by rhe Favour of the late King 
Lewis XIV, who, in Regard to the Memory of 
her deceaſed Father, M immediately placed the 
young Lady as one of the Maids of Honour to 
Madam the eldeſt Daughter of the Duke of Or- 
leans, now Queen Dowager of Spain. Happy 
had it been for her had ſhe but endeavourd to 
imitate that excellent Princeſs in the Paths of 
Piety and Virtue ; but alas! her Temper was of 
a very different Caſt : young as ſhe was, ſhe gave 
herſelt up entirely ro Vanity and Pleaſure ; her 
Face was handſome, her Perſon tolerable : ſhe 
already long 'd to be admir'd, for in her own O- 
pinion ſhe 1imagin d ſhe excell'd the whole Court 
in Beauty, and was piqued to find that no-body 
as yer had paid the Reſpect ſhe thought due to 
her Charms; but ſhe mult wait a little longer, 
notwithſtanding her Impatience. The Men look'd 
on her as a Child, they would indeed ſometimes 
call her Pretty M's, and admire her Dancing 
but thought her too young by ſome Years to liſten 
to the ſott Language of bewitching Love: hows 
ever, that was a Fault which ſhe mended apace, 
and our forward Lady, before ſhe was fourteen, 
had the Pleaſure and Pride to find herſelf addreſs'd 
by Monſeur the Duke de one of the 
Princes of the Blood ; who grew very elate upon 
this Conqueſt, behaving with intolerable Arro- 
gance to the reſt of the young Ladies of her own 
Rank : She would indeed ſometimes vouchſafe to 
ſhew them the fine Jewels the Duke had preſented 
her, telling long Stories of the Violence of his 
Paſſion for her, and her own unconquerable Vir- 
tue. Her Companions liſten'd wich great Atten- 
tion to all ſhe ſaid, tho' behind her Back they 
made themſelves merry at her Expence : but we 


ſhall 


0 9 : 

C49) 

fhall ſoon find that Example is much more powers 
ful' than Precept, and how dangerous it is for 
Youth to give Ear to ſuch Diſcourſes ; they bore 
with her Inſolence for the Sake of hearing how 
the Affair went on, reſolving at laſt to diſplay 
her in proper Colours to Madam the Ducheſs of 
Orleans, only waiting for ſome convincing Circum- 
ſtance to confirm her Guilt, they expreſſed the 
utmoſt Deteſtation at her looſe Behaviour, ear- 
neſtly wiſhing ſhe was remov'd from amongſt em. 
Theſe Thougnts would naturally occur to Girls 
of Quality, who had received a liberal and vir- 
tuous Education; but they were too ſoon ex- 


changed for others of a quite different Nature. 


The dazling Appearance Lupella made at a 
Ball at Court in Honour of Madam's Birth- Day, 
alter d their Reſolutions, and, began to envy her 
whom before they had both blam'd and pity'd ; 
they found it was not ſo criminal in the Eyes of 
the World, to be the Miſtreſs of a Prince as they 
imagin'd: the Duke de — not only danc'd 
with her, but ſate by her great part of the Night, 
notwithſtanding his Princeſs was there; and all 
the Ladies who had any Dependance, or wanted 
Favours, paid their Court in a very particular 
manner to this riſing Sun, who receiv'd their Com- 
pliments with more Haughtineſs than a Sultana- 
Queen. This ſudden Change of Fortune made 
her forget herſelf ſo much, that ſhe ſcarce deign'd 


to take Notice of Madam de Orleans, at leaſt not 


in the manner ſhe ought ; her Companions ob- 
ſerv'd her Behaviour, and flatter'd themſelves that 
the Story they had to tell that Princeſs, after her 
behaving herſelf ſo inſolently, would put her en- 
tirely out of Favour : but how great was their 
Surprize, when at the Hour of her undreſſing, 


alter 
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after they had faithfully recounted all they knew, 
Madam with a Sigh told them, ſhe durſt not inter- 
fere in the Affair, tho ſhe had long obſerv'd the abo 
minable Actions of Lupelia; the Duke would cm- 
plain, her Father be diſpleaſed, and the King perhaps 
reſent it; and concluded with a poſitive Com- 
mand, that they ſbou A, as ſhe was forced to do, ſuf- 
fer without compluining the Preſence of à Perſon whom, 
as yet, ſhe had not Power to remove : But as the 
were going to withdraw, that excellent Princeſs 
called them back again, and with Tears in her 
Eyes intreated, that by Lupella's Fall they would 
zake Warning, conſidering that the Triumphs of · vicious 
Love were of a ſhort Continuance, jet left a Stain be- 
hind, which could never be waſh'd away on this Side 
the Grave. : 


After this Admonition the young Ladies with- 
drew to their own Apartments; but her High- 
neſs's Advice availed but little: the gay Figure 
Lupella made took up all their Doubles and 
the Reſpect which had been paid to her that 
Night inſpired them with ſtrange Notions. There 
was not one of them bur ſecretly wiſh'd to be 
in her Place, notwithſtanding all their Railing ; 
Vice appear d in bright Colours, and Virtue was 
forgot. Tis certain they all endeavour'd to con- 
ceal their real Sentimertts from each other, tho? 
the whole Night was ſpent in inventing different 
Methods to ſupplant this happy Beauty: But 
the young Bellentina, without being Miſtreſs of 
half the Charms the reſt were poſſeſſed of, had 
Courage enough to make the Attempt, and a 
ſufficient Stock of Cunning to undermine the 
piddy thoughtleſs Lupella. 
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The Dake was of a Temper not to be re- 
firained in any of his Dcſires; yet notwithſtand- 
ing all his roving he was infinitely fond of his 
Wite : that Princeſs had found the right way to 
preſerve his Affection, by ſeeming blind to all his 
Fpibles. She was an Halian born, and the greateſt 
Miſtreſs in the Art of Diſſimulation that ever that 
Country produced. Love ſeldom has any Share 
in the Marriage of Princes, who never ſee each 
other till the Cerewony has been perform'd by 
Proxy, being in Reality ſacrific'd to Intereſt and 
Ambition; the Beauty either of Body or Mind 
are Things not regarded, and where, as in this 
Caſe it happen'd, that both Parties are really 
agrecable, it is to be look'd upon as a Wonder. 
The Duke was very well pleas'd with the Choice 
his Father had made for him, being very ſenſible 
of the Merit and Charms of his Princeſs ; but 
having not had the Pleaſure of fighing at her 
Feet, or known the thouſand little pleaſing Anxi- 
eties which L8vers in an inferior Rank experience 
| before they can gain their beloved Miſtreſs, he 
thought himſelf not obliged to be conſtant to a 
Lady whom Chance, and not her own Choice, 
had rendred his. 


She was very quick-(ighted, and ſoon diſco- 
ver'd h:s roving Inclination; and doubtleſs at 
firſt felt all the Diſquierudes ſo natural to the reſt 
of her Sex on ſuch Occaſions : but wiſely con- 
ſidering that Complaints would avail but little, 
ſhe reſolved to take no Notice of his Actions, nor 
ſuffer any one to tell her Tales of his Amours, 
On the contrary, the Moment ſhe found out who 
was the preſent Obje& of his Wiſhes, ſhe enter- 
tained them with more than ordinary Civility ; 

| one 
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one would have imagin'd Lupella had been het 
Darling Favourite, for ſhe could ſcarce eat: with- 
out her: the whole Court were ſurpriz'd at her 
Patience, eſpecially when they conſider'd the abo- 
minable Behaviour of that abandon'd Creature. 
The Duke himſelf who began to be tir'd, and 
was ſecretly contriving how to pick a Quarrel, 
was provok' d to find his Ducheſs ſeemingly ſo 
fond of her; for you-muſt know, his Love, like 
the Moon, was ſubject to frequent Changes: a 
Month ſcemed an Age to him. 


Bellentina ſoon perceived an Alteration in his 
Highne(s's Behaviour to his Miſtreſs even in pub- 
lick, and reſolved to make her own Advantage 
on it; ſhe had an excellent Talent for Raillery, 
well knowing his Highneſs admired that Sort of 
Wir: this gave her Hepes if the Beauty of her 
Face paſs'd unobſerved, ſhe ſhould not fail of 
charming his Ears, It was not long before ſhe 
had a fir Opportunity of purting her Deſign in 
Execution. The Duke and Ducheſs came to 
paſs an Evening with Madam de Orleans, who 
was a little indiſpoſed; the Ladies of Honour 
were all obliged to attend, and Orders being 
given that no other Company ſhould be admit- 
ted, Ceremony was laid aſide, Pictures, Motto's, 
Rebus's, and ſeveral trifling Plays were propoſed, 
in order to divert the Princeſs, who had ſince 
the King's Death, and the News of her intended 
Marriage with DenLewis, been extremely melan- 
cholly ; her Journey into Spain was againſt her 
Inclination, but ſhe knew it was not to be 
avoided, the Regent her Father being a Prince 
whoſe Will muſt be obey'd. 
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But to return to my Subject, Bellentina diſplay'd 
her whole Artillery of Wit, diverting the noble 
Company ſo much, that the Duke began to look 
on her wich wiſhing Eyes, ſcarce taking Notice 
of Lupella, which exaſperated her ſo violently 
ſhe laid hold on every Opportunity in the way of 
Play to affront the other, who did not fail re- 
turning it with Advantage, and in a ludicrons 
manner, peculiar to herſelf, making poor Lupella 
the Jeſt of all preſent. The Ducheſs who, for 
many Reaſons, deſired her unfaithfub Spouſe, as 
he would intrigue, that he would often chapge 
his Object, ſeconded her; that they bantered her 
ſo between them, till quite overcome with Paſſi- 
on, which ſhe durſt not vent in that Place, ſhe 
fainted away, being obliged to be carried to her 
own Aparrments, ſufficiently mortified at the 
Uſage. Madam de Orleans expreſſed no Concern 
ar the Accidenr, only told the Ducheſs, She was 
a Girl whoſe Behaviour ſhe always diſlifed, and would 
never have ſuffered her Preſence a Mement, but in 
Obedience to her Father's pofitive Command. 


This Speech encouraged the Maids of Honour 
( who all hated her) to tell twenty ridiculous 
Stories of her, out of which the Duke pick'd 
enough to create a final parting ; a Thing foon 
done, when a Lover grows tired. In ſhort, the 
witty Bellentina had her Wiſh, at the Expence of 
her Virtue and Honour, and made fhift to keep 
his Heart three whole Months; being ſucceeded 
by Hewaria, twice her Age, tho' not half her 
Wit: but that was made up by a matchleſs Stock 
of Cunning ; and tho' this Creature is at this 
time turn'd of fifry, and never was tolerable hand- 
ſome, yet, if Fame ſpeaks true, ſhe has found 5 
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the Way to fix the Wanderer, and to this Day 
continues his Favourite-Miſtreſs. 


Lupella bore his Loſs with great Patience; 
alas! it was the Prince, and not the Man, that 
ſhe regarded: the whole Sex was alike to her, 
Money was her Idol. It was a ſtrange Thing to 
ſee ſo young a Creature ſo ſordidly covetous 3 
her whole Thoughts were now bent on gaining 
new Admirers, no matter who they were, or of 
what Quality, provided they made large Preſents; 
ſhe required no other Qualification in a Lover, 
and leſt the World ſhould be ignorant of her Sen- 
timents, ſhe made it her Buſineſs in all Company 
to declare, She thought Iove a eſt, and Money the 
only defirable Thing in Life; that ſbe would prefer 
Flop himſelf to all the reſt of Mankind, if he was 
but one fingle Thouſand Crowns the richer, - 


Some Ladies of Quality before whom ſhe talk'd 
in this ſtrange Manner, reproved her, ſaying, It 
did not become a Lady at her Nears to be ſo covetous 
of Money, left the World ſhould cenſure ſhe had In- 
clinations to ſet her Virtue to Sale; but this Re- 
primand did not daſh Miſs, who pertly anſwer d 
them, That they were arrived at that Part of Life 
in which Virtue was in no Danger, Prayers and As 
of Charity would become them much better than cen- 
ſuring her Words ; ſhe not doubting but that every 
one of them had at her Age indulged themſelves, then 
why ſhould they envy others ? Touth and Beauty are 
ſhort-lived Bleſſings; and truly ſhe deſigned to make 
Uſe of her Time to the beft Advantage. This fine 
Harangue ſet the Beaus who ſtood round her in 
a loud Laugh, and left the Ladies in great Con- 
fuſion at her conſummate Impudence. 85 
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So open a Declaration ſoon produced the Ef- 
fects ſhe deſired, there being ſcarce a Gentleman 
about the Court who did not think her hand- 
ſome ; and fince ſhe encouraged them with the 
Hopes her Favours might be purchaſed, they 
dealt plainly with her in her own Way, and ſans 
Ceremony, offer d ſo much Money for a Night's 
Lodging, which ſhe was ſo far from reſenting, 


that for fifty Louis d Ors ſhe would graciouſly re- 
ceive any Lover without Diſtinction. 


2 


She was ſenſible that the Regent, for her Fa- 


ther's Sake, would never ſuffer his Daughter to 
put her away, or hear the leaſt Complaint a- 

gainſt her: this Aſſurance, inſtead of meeting 
with a ſuitable Return of Gratitude, encouraged 
her to follow her own vicigus Inclinations with- 
out Reſtraint, to the great Affliction of Madam, 
who was a Princeſs of ſtrict Virtue. 


In Frauce the Ladies behave in a more free 
Manner than the Evglih, nothing being more 
common than for a married Woman to have, 
perhaps, two or three profeſſed Admirers, with- 
eut the leaſt Derogation to their Honour, the 
Husband being pleas d to ſee a Crowd of Beaus 
fighing in vain for his Wife, whilſt he ſets a 
greater Value on her Beauty, Jealouſy is a Stran- 
ger to that Nation; and to do them Juſtice, it 

is ſeldom known that any of their Ladies make 
a wrong Uſe of their Liberty. From what has 
been ſaid on this Head, it is eaſy to judge that a 
Woman muſt behave extremely ill before ſhe 1s 
cenſur'd there: but our famous Lupella exceeded 
all Bounds. I will not tire my Readers with a 
Repetition of all her Adventures, one Story _ 
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will be ſufficient to give them an Idea of the 
reſt, I can venture to aſſure them it is literally 
true, having received the Account from a Lady 
of Rank, who by Accident was an Eye-Witneſs 
to great Part of the Tranſactions. 


Lupella had been ſo very free of her Fayours, 
that her Gallants began to negle& her, ſhe find- 
ing very few who' cared to give her Price: their 
cold Behaviour provoked, but did not in the 
leaſt amend her Errors. On the contrary, ob- 
ſerving that ſhe had tired all her Acqugiptance, - 
ſhe reſolved to try the Force of her Beanty on 
Strangers, gf, which the Court was then filled, 
on Account of the Marriage of Madam de Or- 
leans with Don Lewis the young King of Spain. 


The Lady who gave me this little Hiſtory, 
the firſt Time ſhe had the Honour to be intro- 
duced to Madam, took particular Notice of La- 
pella for her Beauty, with which ſhe was ſo 
much pleaſed, that ſhe could ſcarce keep her 
Eyes off her all the Evening; her ſtanding be- 
hind Madam's Chair convinc'd her that ſhe was 
one of the Maids of Honour: but, to her great 
Surprize, juſt before the Court broke up, there 
was a whiſpering behind her Back, and a Wo- 
man's Voice louder, ſa No, Hol; ges about your 
Buſineſs, an Engliſh Tarr has bid mg an hundred, 
and I am his for to-night : If I am not better en- 


gage to-morrow, perhaps, I may take your ſnegking 
wenty. | TH 


f My Friend, no doubt, thought this a ſtrange 

ſort gf a Speech to be made in the Royal Apart- 

ment; but how was her Amazement increaſed 

when on turning her Head. ſhe found a = 5 
Fo | | * 
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who had ſpoken the Words was the young Lady 
ſhe had ſo much admired, and the Man to whom 
ſhe ſpoke the Count de Etree, a Dutch Nobleman 
of her Acquaintance, who ſeemed in great Con- 
fuſion at the Sight of her, ſo nigh. Lupella ca re- 
leſsly walk'd oft, and left the Count, who could 
not avoid giving his Hand to my Friend, and 
conducting her to her Coach, was very deſirous 
to depart: but this unaccountable Aſtair having 
failed in her ſo great a Curioſity, that ſhe was 


unwilling to part with him till ſhe was ſatis- 
ty'd, ap frankly told him, he inuſt go home with 


ker, becauſe her Lord, who was indiſpoſed, wanted to 
ſpeak with him on a particular Occaſo Conſcious 
Guilt made him gueſs at her Deſign, but there 
was no refuſing ſuch a Favour to a Lady of her 


Quality. 


Notwithſtanding ſhe was very impatient to be 
informed, yer ſhe ſaid not a Word of it till after 
Supper, when ſhe in a very gay Manner told her 
Lord what ſhe had hear'd, begging him to help 
her teize the Count, till he unfolded the Riddle. 
A little Perſuaſion prevailed, it not being ex- 
pected any Body would be tender of a Wo- 
man's Reputation, who took no Care herſelf to 
preſerve any Decorum «p any of her Words and 
Actions; and from tha Gentleman it was that 
my Friend tear'd thoſe Amours of Lupella, which 
I have already inſerted. He added, with a 
Smit, That, as to the Words which had ſo ſurprix d 
her Ladyſhip, he would explain their Meaning, tho 
he was very ſenſible that Part of the Story would ng 
be to his own Advantage: however, (continued he) 
I thogſe, Madam, rather to bear your whole Suck of 
Raillery than deny your Requeſt, In ſhort, your 
humble Servant was Rol enough to offer Donna Lu- 


pella 
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pella twenty Pieces for the Honour of her Company 
to-night. I need not repeat her Anſwer, becauſe you 
hear d it yourſelf; ſo can only tell you, that the 
Engliſn Tar who had ſo much outbid me is Captain 
8 8, upwards of threeſcore, . and every way dij- 
agreeable : And now, Madam, (ſays the Count) 1 
hope you will think I am ſufficiently mortified for 
my Folly, when a fine young Lady has thought fit to 
give. ſuch a Whretch the Ply{zrence. He concluded 
his Story with ſo grave a Countenance, that the 
Company burit into a loud Laugh, my Lord 
telling him he ought to be comforted, and confider 
that he loft the Lady by his own Fault only, and not 
by the Merit of his Rival, fince a hundred Pieces 
added to his twenty would certainly have carry'd the 
Prize, The Count reply'd he would no more run 
the Hazard of a Refuſal, but learn of Lupella to 
ſet a true Value on Money. 


The extravagant Follies and Boldneſs of Lupella 
was the ſole Subject of Diſcourſe for that Even- 
ing, my Lady expreſſing a great Concern to hear 
ſo fair a young Creature ſhould ſo openly declare 
herſelf a Votary to Vice, and ſaid ſhe was ſorry 
her Curiofity had gone ſo far; but for the future ſhe 
would never enquire after Affairs which no way re- 
lated to her, ſince other Peoples Misfortunes never 
fail d of giving her melancholy Reflections. The 
Count told her ſbe muſt viſit no-where in Paris, 
if Lupella's Behaviour would give her Pain ; ſince 
every Day affarded new Stories, and every Company 
made her the Subject of their Diverſion and Korn. 
It being by this Time late, the Count took his 
Leave, and went home. 


Next Morning my Lady went, attended only 
by her Woman, to Madamoiſelle Ia Tour's, the 
G moſt 
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moſt famous Milliner in ati Paris, to beſpeak ſe- 
veral rich Suits of Lace made according to the 
Mode of that polite Court : but finding her not 
at home, one of the Shop-Maids conducted her 
Lady hip up-ſtairs, and begg'd ſhe would pleaſe 
to nave Patience for half an Hour at fartheſt, by 
which Time ſhe ſhould be able. ro fetch her 
Miſtreſs; but the Girl ſtaying longer the Lady 
began to be tir'd, ange.c0 divert herſelf walk'd 
from onc Rocm to another, admiring the vaſt 
Variety of fine Pictures with which that Apart- 
ment was full. | 335 on 


It was a lirtle amazing how ſuch a Perſon as 2 
Milliner could come by ſuch valuable Pieces as 
ſhe ſaw there; bur ſhe was ſtill more ſurprized 
when upen opening a Door of another Room, 
whe, inſtead of more Pictures, ſhe ſaw Captain 
S s palling on his Stockings by the Bedfide, 
and Lupella ſitting upright in the Bed by him with 
her Hair about her Shoulders, and no Gewn on; 
which Sight ſo frighted her ſhe had no Power to 
{tir for tome Minutes: but recovering her Senſes, 
ſhe ſhut the Door without ſpeaking a Word, and 
went immediately out of the Houſe, chuſing ra- 
ther to be thought unmannerly, than employ ſuch 
a Milliner. 4 


When ſhe came home my Lord perceived ſuch 
2 viſible Alteration in her Countenance that he 
feared ſhe was ill, or that ſome Accident had 
befallen her. He ask'd ſeveral times what was 
the Matter, before. ſhe was capable of giving an 
Anſwer: At laſt her Woman, who was to the 
full as much offended at that immodeſt Sight as 
ſhe, replied, Truly, if all the Milliners in Paris 
are of the ſame Stamp with Miſtreſs la Tour, her 
- 1 RR 
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Lady muſt be content to appear always in an Engliſh - 
Dreſs, or facrifice her Reputation for the Sake of the 
Mode: for, in ſport, Miſtreſs la Tour keeps a 
Baud) Houſe, and we have both ſerved in the ho- 
nourable Office of Pimps there this very Morning, 1 
aſſure you, 


This Speech ſet my Lord a lavghing heartily, 
and ſoon brought my Lady into tolerable Tem- 
per, .Wao very good- natur'dly cry'd, Dear Kitty, 
not quite ſo bad neither; for the Man was up, and 
had one Stocking on. I don't know what be had on, 
(anſwer'd Kitty) but I am ſure the Woman was in 
Bed, and quite naked, This increaſed the Laugh; 
but at lait my Lady made a Shitt to tell her 
Spouſe the whole Story, deliring he would ſend 
for the Count to unfold this Myſtery of Iniquity. 
My Lord agreed, and the Count immediately 
came; who, after a ful! Hearing of the Matter, 
told them, That Madamoiſele la Tour gained three 
times as much by obliging her Ouality-Cuſtomers ef 
both Sexes with a private Apartment than ſbe did by 
her Buſineſs, tho it was very great, 


| The Count de Etrees then told her Ladyſhip, 
that ſhe ought not (he thought) to have been frighted 
Jo much at the Sight of Lupella and Capt. S— 8 
in ſuch an indecent Poſture, after what he had told 
her laſt Night of their Engagement : It would have 
been no ſtrange Thing in that Heuſe to have found 
a Woman of Rank engaged with a Fellow in a Li- 
very; or a grave Stateſman with a common Wench ; 
what he wouder'd at was that the Sexvants were ſo 
very careleſs to leave the Chamber- Door open, con- 
cluding with adviſing his Lady, net to mentin the 
Afair to any-body, fince it would only draw upon her 
the Malice of all the Beau Monde, who in this un- 
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try laugh at ſuch Baggatelles. Do they laugh at 
Crimes, (ſays my Lady in a grave Tone,) then [ 
aſſure you, they. ſhall laugh by themſelves ; for I will 
depart for England as ſoon as my Lord ts well enough 
to undertake the Voyage, and in the Interim will ne- 
ver ſtir out of the Houſe. 


And to ſay the Truth, ſhe kept her Word; 
for thy' the Marriage by Proxy with Spain was 
celebrated, ſhe could not be prevailed on to ſee 
the Ceremony : When ſhe hear'd Madam de Or- 
leans, then Queen of Spain, was gone thither, ſhe 
could not forbear inquiring whether ſhe had 
taken Lupella with her? She was inform'd that 
the Regent her Father had, tho' very much againſt 
her own Inclinations, obliged her to do it. I am 
very glad to hear it, (replied my Lady,) fince it 
will be impoſſible for her to intrigue in Spain. J 
have been told that their Women are very ſtrictly 
watch d, eſpecially thoſe who belong to the Court. 


In a ſhort Time after my Friend left France, 
ſo that I can give you no farther Account of 
Lupella till after her Marriage with Harvides, the 
Hiſtory of which I received ( thro' Friendſhip ) 
by another Hand. 


THE 


THE 


HISTORY 
HARVIDES 


AND 


Donna LUPELL A. 
; Ajter they were Married. 


firſt Part cf this little Work) attend- 
4 Wy ed the young Queen into Spain, as 
2 well as Lupella, where they both 

behaved themſelves ſo very ill, that 

her Majeſty was fully bent to get rid of them 
almoſt at any Rate; yet ſhe was willing, if poſ- 
ſible, to do it in a Manner which might not 
diſoblige her Father, by whoſe Command ſhe had 
ſo long continued them in her Service: in order 
to accompliſh what ſhe ſo earneſtly defired, ſhe 
conſulted with the old Counteſs de Liria, a Wo- 
man of extraordinary Cunning, who readily pro- 
mis'd to bring it about in the Way her Mary 
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wiſh'd it to be done, provided ſhe thought fit to 
give Donna Lupella double rhe Fortune which is 
by Cuſtom alotted for the Maids of Honour. 


The Queen ſmiled at the Propoſal, ſaying, No 
Money ſball be wanting; but I much fear it will be 
empofſeble to find a Man, who on any C)nditions 
wall be perſunded to marry a Woman of Lupella's 
Character. What does your Majeſty think of Har- 
vides? (reply'd the Counteſs) would it not be a 
very agreeable Match* He wants Money, and 1 
dare fay will take her with all her Faults : Beſides, 
they can't reproach one another for Things paſt, the Iu- 
clinations and Behaviour of both of them fit like two 
Tallies ; they will certainly be a very loving happy 
Couple. This once done, your Majeſty will have an 
Oppertunity to prefer Harvides to ſome Poſt more ad- 
vantageous than that he bas already (either about the 
Grand Prior or Den Carlos) and by that Means de- 
liver your Court from two fuch abandou'd Wretches. 


The Queen approved of tlie Propoſal, deſiring 
the Counteſs to be as expeditious as poſſible to 
bring her Project to Perfection; aſſuring her at 
the ſame time, that ſhe would fulfil whatever ſhe 
thought fit in her Name to promiſe Harvides. 


The old Counteſs immediately ſent for one of 
the Duenna s who attended the Maids of Honour, 
and was moſt in Favour with Lupella; who, after 
a little Chit-Chat, ask'd her how the young La- 
dies who came with the Queen. from France bore 
the Confinement ? (the Cuſtom of Spain obliging 
them too) The old Woman reply'd, All of them, 
except Donna Lupella, ſeemed very ealy under it; 
but ' ſhe was extremely impatient, and very ungovern- 
able. I pity that poor Girl, (anſwer'd the _— 
n tels 
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teſs) ſbe is naturally 0 a gay Temper ; if I thought. 
it would be agreeable to her to marry Harvides, T 
proteſt I would. endeavour to gain the Queen”, Con- 
ſeut > If oli think fit, you may tell ber what T ſay, 
and bring me her Anſwer in the Evening. 


Having thus diſmiſs'd the Duenna, her next 
Buſineſs was to get it propos'd to Harvides; 
which was ſoon done by one of his particular 
Friends. He bogled at it a little, but on ſecond 
Coulideration he conſented, provided the Queen 
would double her Fortune. Donna Lupella re- 
ceived the News with manifeſt Signs of Diſquĩet; 
not that ſhe dilliked Harvides, but her Hatred to | 
Matrimony : However, rather than be mew'd up | 
in the Court, ſhe requeſted the Duenna to wait 
on the Counteſs with her Thanks, aſſuring her 
ſhe was ready to obey her Commands, if the 
Queen's Conſent could be obtain'd, and Harvides 
chought her worthy his Adureſſes. | 


The Counteſs acquainted her Majeſty with her 
Succeſs, at which they were both very merry. In 
ſhort, all Things were ſoon accommodated, and 
the Wedding ſolemnized ; Harvides was made 
Major Domo to the Grand Prior, and conſe- 


_— he was obliged to take his Lady from 
ourt, | 


*Tis needleſs to trouble my Readers with the 
Behaviour of this matchleſs Pair, during the ſhort ur. 
Reign of the young King Don Lewis, nothing Auq 3 
having happen'd in that Time worthy our Re.“ = . 
mark, they lived, as it were, in Oblivion; few 172 42— 
People of Faſhion caring to converſe with them: 4 17. 
But ſoon after the preſent King Philip reaſſum' d | 
the Crown, the Scene was alter'd, and Harvides, 


by 


CE) _ 
by fawning, became a Favourite, and had a bet- 
ter Place given him by the King. For ſome 


Years both he and his Wife carry'd themſelves 
ſo humbly and modeſtly, ſeemingly, that People 
„began to forget their former Failings : But, as 
Converts generally over- act their Parts, ſo it hap- 
pen d with them; Harvides muſt needs become a 
grave Politician, and Lupella as great a Prude : 
he illiterate muſt aim at making florid Speeches, 
expoling himſelf in Print, before he could ſpell ; 
while ſhe ſet up for the Quinteſſence of Virtue, 
wondering how Ladies of Quality could ſuffer 
the filthy Fellows to talk with them ſo freely. 


It muſt needs be very diverting to thoſe who 
formerly knew them to hear theſe Dialogues : 
However, ſhe was well received at Court, and 
Things went on tolerable, till the Grand Prior, 
a young Prince of great Merit being now grown 
up, fell in Love with the beautiful Donna An- 
niſſa, Daughter of .a Grandee of Spain, for whom 
he had a very ſincere Affection. He was ſenſible 
it was impoſſible for him to marry a Subject; 
and how to talk of Love to a Woman of her 
Birth and Virtue, he knew not; the Difficulty of 
obtaining her, if poſſible, increaſed his Flame, 
that he could not live without her. 


He accordingly conſulted Harvides, acquaint- 
ing him with the true State of his Heart; that 
he was loveſick for the beautiful Auniſſa, but de- 
ſpair d of gaining the charming Damſet;, con- 
Auding with a deep Sigh, My dear Harvides, if 
You ſerve me faithfully in this Affair, you may expect 
from my Friendjhip every Thing yeur Heart can wiſh. 
Harvides, after the urmoſt Acknowledgments for 
the great Honour his Highneſs had done bim, 

pro- 


— ww he 
Promis d invidlable Sectecy, telling the Prince, I 
he would conſent to truſt his Wife, he would be ans 
ſuerable for her Diſcrenon ; aſſuring him, it was in 
her Power to do him eminent Service, becauſe. Annifſy 
had à great Opinion of her, viſiting often at their 
Houſe, where his Highneſs might drop in, as by Acci- 
dent, and have frequent Opportunities of entertaining 
that Lady. This was ſoon agreed to with great 
Joy ; Notice was to be given to the Grand Prior 
the next Time ſhe came: And the whole Plan 
being laid to ruin unhappy Anniſſa, they parted. 


This was joyful News to Luella, giving her 
an Opportunity of acting in her proper Sphere; 
and no doubt be a conſiderable Gainer, hating 
all who were fairer and younger than herſelf. 
The : very Thoughts of ruining this blooming 
Beauty delighted her polluted Soul, that the very 
next Day ſhe counterfeited an Indiſpoſitjon, and 
fent to Anniſſa, begging ſhe would be ſo good 
as to Paſs the Day with her; to which that 
700d-natur'd Lady agreed. In the Evening the 

rand Prior came, and being told Harvides was 
our, and his Lady indiſpoſed, he would needs 
Fay her a Viſir in her Chamber; Anniſſa was fur- 
priz'd to ſee him, (little miſtruſting the true 
Cauſt) offering to take her Leave, but was pre- 
vailed on by the crafty Lupella to fit down. You 
may imagine the aniorous Prince ſaid and did 
' whatever he thought might render him, moſt agree- 
able ro Anniſſa. The" be made no publick Decla- 
ration of his Paſſion, yet ſhe hear'd his Praiſes 
with Pleaſure. Alas! what Woman is Proof 
againſt Flattery.“ Not to tire.you with a long 
Detail of their Courrfhip,” the poor Lady was 
drawn in to frequent Interviews, till her Eyes and 
Ears were charm'd by = Prince, and her Vir- 

cus. 
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tue eorrypted by the poiſonous Diſcourſes af 
Lupella. 2 | 


Thus fell the fair Anniſſa a Victim to faithleſs 
Friendſhip ; notwithſtanding it muſt be awn'd 
the Grand Prior has done every thing in his 
Power to make Amends for the Loſs of her Ho- 
nour, if perfect Love, endearing Fondneſs and 
Conſtancy can do it. Their mutual Tenderneſs 
gave inexpreſſible Pain to Lupella, who was the 
only Perſon admitted to viſit her in the pleaſant 
Solitude to which that Prince conducted her: 
when, for his Sake, ſhe left her Father's Houſe, 
that malicious Wretch had much rather have ſeen 
her forſaken, tho' ſhe was continually receiving 
valuable Preſents from her; yet at the ſame rigs 
hourly contriying Stories to make her uneaſy, 
create Quarrels betwixt them, 


The Grand Prior ſoon perceived her Deſign, 
and reſolved to fruſtrate it; for now Harwides 
grew ſo troubleſome, thinking he had not been 
ſofficiently rewarded fox his ring Auniſſa, 
the Prince was moved to tell her the Story him- 
ſelf, in what Manner they had both betray'd her 
ro him, at the ſame time deſiring ſhe would for- 
Lid them her Houſe, and never ſpeak to the vile 
Lupella more; nor on any Pretence receive any 
Letter from her. Auniſſa reply d. If I had known 
J# much before, I ſhould have baniſh'd them both from 
my Converſation, if you had not commanded it, She 
lent one of her Servants immediately with the 
ſaid Meſſage; the Indignation with which they 
receiv'd it is not to be expreſs d, and the An- 
ſwer they ſent back too groſs to be inſerted in 
chis Place, 17 | 


A 


Harvides and Lupella were now both bent on 
Revenge, attributing all their Misfortunes to 
Anniſſa only, without imagiving the Grand Prior 
had any Hand in it, conduding it would be an 
eaſy Matter to frighten her into any thing, there- 
fore ſear a ſcurrilous Letter, charging her with 
Amours before her Acquaintance with the Prince; 
threatening to tell him ſo, if ſhe did not imme- 
diately ſend a certain Sum of Money menti- 
oned in the Letter: but how to deliver it was 
the Queſtion, they had often try'd in vain, her 
Servants would receive none. At laſt Harvides 
thought of an Expedient, which was to prevail 
on a near-Relation of his (a Gentleman of For- 
tune and Honour) to deliver it her, pretending 


it contain'd Bufineſs of too great Importance to 
be intruſted to à Servant. 


This Trick ſucceeded; the Gentleman did ſo: 
but how was he ſurpriz'd when he obſerved An- 
niſſa change Colour - ſo often in reading it! 1 
hope, Madam, (ſays he) it contains. nothing that 
offends you. I dare believe (anſwer'd ſhe) you are 
innocent ; but. pray read it, while I fend for the 
Prior, The Gentleman juſtly provok'd at being 
made the innocent Tool of their Wickedneſs, 
vow'd in a Paſſion, Harvides ſhould anſwer for 
his Villany at the Point of his Sword. But 
the Lady lock'd him in till the Grand Prior came, 
who, after hearing the whole Matter, obliged 
him to promiſe there ſhould be no Words about 
it, for he intended himſelf to revenge it after 
another Manner: So leaving that Gentleman to 
comfort his dear Anviſſa, he inſtantly took up 
Harvides's ſcurrilous Letter, and carry'd it/ to 
the King, ſaying, I bope Tour Majeſty will not 

er 
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 Juffer a Lady of . 8 Birth to be thus abus d 
by a Villain, and a Strumpet ; Whaſe only Fault is 
fovinig me toq well. 7 i 


His Majeſty was ſo juſtly incenſed at their In- 

ſolence, that he ſent for Harvides, and in the 

Grand Prior's Preſence, after a ſevere Repri- 

1 mand, diveſted him of all his Employments, 
| forbidding both him and his Wife ever entet- 
| ing the Court again; a, Punsſhment tho? -jaſty 
yet too mild for their Crimes: But the Grand 
\ Prior, thro' the Intreaties of the good- natur d 
| Anniſſa, prevailed on the King to reftore Har- 
 wides to his Poſts again, telling him, He defired 
his Amendment, and not to ſtarve him. How gtate- 
ful he will be to his Benefactotrs Time only: can. 

. determine. : L 22 f 14 of 


